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Here’s what you need to know about the biggest update to UCMJ in decades [Meghann 

Myers, Military Times, 15 January 2019] 
 In 2016, Congress passed a new Military Justice Act, calling for a review and reorganization of the 

Uniform Code of Military Justice, the set of rules and regulations that dictate criminal offenses for 

service members and how they are adjudicated. 

 Among the changes are new definitions for adultery and intimate partner violence, and a specific law 

against sexual relationships between instructors and trainees. 

 The revamped system went live on Jan. 1, the first update to the UCMJ since 1984, and, according to 

officials, the biggest set of changes since the code was enacted after World War II. 

Here’s what you need to know about the biggest update to UCMJ in decades 
 

Judge bars citizenship question from 2020 census [Larry Neumeister, The Associated 

Press, 15 January 2019] 
 A federal judge blocked the Trump administration Tuesday from asking about citizenship status on the 

2020 census, the first major ruling in cases contending officials ramrodded the question through for 

Republican political purposes to intentionally undercount immigrants. 

 In a 277-page decision that won’t be the final word on the issue, Judge Jesse M. Furman ruled that while 

such a question would be constitutional, Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross acted in an “arbitrary and 

capricious” manner and violated the law. 

 The ruling came in cases in which 18 states, the District of Columbia, 15 big cities or counties, and 

immigrants’ rights groups argued that the Commerce Department, which designs the census, failed to 

properly analyze the effect that the question would have on households with immigrants. 

Judge bars citizenship question from 2020 census 
 

Pentagon developing plan to scrutinize recruits with green cards and other foreign ties, 

memos show [Dan Lamothe, The Washington Post, 16 January 2019] 
 The Pentagon, citing terrorism and espionage fears, is developing a plan to scrutinize prospective 

recruits with foreign ties, including some U.S. citizens, after a related effort targeting thousands of 

green-card holders was blocked by a federal judge last year. 

 The new policy, still in development, will be distributed to the military services by no later than Feb. 15, 

according to two Defense Department officials and several department memos obtained by The 

Washington Post. The officials spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the issue’s sensitivity. 

 The new vetting is likely to screen thousands of recruits per year who have what the Pentagon considers 

“foreign nexus” risks, including some Americans who marry a foreign spouse or who have family 

members with dual citizenship, the memos said. Anyone identified for the screening would not be 

allowed to attend recruit training until they are cleared, a process that could take days for some but drag 

on much longer for others. 

Pentagon developing plan to scrutinize recruits with green cards and other foreign ties, memos show 

https://www.militarytimes.com/opinion/2016/01/04/overdue-overhaul-for-ucmj/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2018/09/10/ucmj-crackdown-why-mattis-thinks-commanders-have-gone-soft-on-misconduct/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/2018/08/14/mattis-wants-commanders-to-rely-more-on-ucmj-for-disciplinary-problems/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2018/08/09/for-the-first-time-domestic-violence-will-be-a-crime-under-military-law/
https://www.militarytimes.com/opinion/commentary/2018/09/17/commanders-must-stop-boycotting-the-ucmj/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-army/2019/01/15/heres-what-you-need-to-know-about-the-biggest-update-to-ucmj-in-decades/
https://www.apnews.com/c39334f65f99465582b49489c5077781
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2019/01/16/pentagon-developing-plan-scrutinize-recruits-with-green-cards-other-foreign-ties-memos-show/
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Culture  

Historic South Side Chicago Montford Point Marine chapter faces closure in funding crisis 

Technology brings images of Holocaust survivors to life 
 

Diversity 

Female Marine officer graduates from Scout Sniper Unit Leaders Course 

How ‘traditional masculinity’ hurts the men who believe in it most [OPINION] 

Meet the first female test pilot to fly the F-35 

Women and minority veterans are thriving in the civilian workforce 
 

Miscellaneous 

All-minimum scores won’t cut it for new Marine fitness tests 

Judge bars citizenship question from 2020 census 

He helped U.S. troops and fled Afghanistan. CBP detained him in Houston, an advocacy group said. 

ICE tried to deport a U.S.-born Marine, and his mom wants to know why 

Pentagon developing plan to scrutinize recruits with green cards and other foreign ties, memos show 

Report: Pregnant spouses of deployed service members at higher risk of depression 

SecNav: Navy Is Climbing Out of ‘Readiness Hole’ 

VA eyeing new partnership with states to help prevent veterans suicide 

A warship doomed by ‘confusion, indecision, and ultimately panic’ on the bridge 
 

Misconduct 

Air Force Academy Vows New Steps to Stop Hazing in Sports Teams 

Discharged Navy petty officer mentored young enlisted sailors while running a prostitution ring 

Ex-Guantánamo base commander charged with impeding death inquiry, lying about affair 

Hearing set for former Green Beret accused of murdering alleged Afghan bomb-maker 

Here’s what you need to know about the biggest update to UCMJ in decades 

Navy contradicts Congressman Hunter’s claims concerning SEAL’s confinement conditions 

Sacked sub commander hired 10 prostitutes in the Philippines, report says 

Two soldiers have been charged with the murder of a third in a Fort Stewart love triangle 

UN health chief orders probe into misconduct 
 

Racism 

Coast Guard member reprimanded for flashing controversial gesture on MSNBC 

The father of DNA says he still believes in a link between race, intelligence. His lab just stripped him of his 

titles. 

Florida pardons wrongly accused ‘Groveland Four’ after 70 years 

Hate groups are about to find lawmakers eager to scrutinize them 

House passes resolution condemning Rep. Steve King over White supremacy comments, with his help 

Inside the GM plant where nooses and ‘Whites-only’ signs hung 
 

Religion 

What new LifeWay Research survey says about why young adults are dropping out of church 
 

Sexual Assault/Harassment 

So far, 2019 is proving the #MeToo fight is just beginning 

https://www.marinecorpstimes.com/news/your-marine-corps/2019/01/13/historic-south-side-chicago-montford-point-marine-chapter-faces-closure-in-funding-crisis/
https://www.apnews.com/9fcf828b8d454169b7ebea8819ddbaed
https://www.marinecorpstimes.com/news/your-marine-corps/2019/01/12/female-marine-officer-graduates-from-scout-sniper-unit-leaders-course/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/how-traditional-masculinity-hurts-the-men-who-believe-in-it-most/2019/01/12/22d2518a-14fd-11e9-90a8-136fa44b80ba_story.html
https://www.airforcetimes.com/news/your-air-force/2019/01/11/meet-the-first-female-test-pilot-to-fly-the-f-35/
https://rebootcamp.militarytimes.com/news/employment/2019/01/11/women-and-minority-veterans-are-thriving-in-the-civilian-workforce/
https://www.stripes.com/news/all-minimum-scores-won-t-cut-it-for-new-marine-fitness-tests-1.563792
https://www.apnews.com/c39334f65f99465582b49489c5077781
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2019/01/12/he-helped-us-troops-fled-afghanistan-cbp-detained-him-houston-an-advocacy-group-said/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/politics/2019/01/17/ice-tried-deport-marine-born-u-s-and-mom-wants-answers/2609824002/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2019/01/16/pentagon-developing-plan-scrutinize-recruits-with-green-cards-other-foreign-ties-memos-show/
https://www.militarytimes.com/spouse/2019/01/15/study-pregnant-spouses-of-deployed-service-members-at-higher-risk-of-depression/
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2019/01/17/secnav-navy-climbing-out-readiness-hole.html
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2019/01/16/va-eyeing-new-partnership-with-states-to-help-prevent-veterans-suicide/
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2019/01/14/a-warship-doomed-by-confusion-indecision-and-ultimately-panic-on-the-bridge/
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2019/01/16/air-force-academy-vows-new-steps-stop-hazing-sports-teams.html
https://www.stripes.com/news/us/discharged-navy-petty-officer-mentored-young-enlisted-sailors-while-running-a-prostitution-ring-1.564117
https://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/nation-world/national/national-security/guantanamo/article224158005.html
https://www.armytimes.com/news/your-army/2019/01/17/hearing-set-for-former-green-beret-accused-of-murdering-alleged-afghan-bomb-maker/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-army/2019/01/15/heres-what-you-need-to-know-about-the-biggest-update-to-ucmj-in-decades/
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/military/sd-me-navy-response-hunter-letter-20190114-story.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2019/01/13/sacked-sub-commander-hired-10-prostitutes-philippines-report.html
https://www.armytimes.com/news/your-army/2019/01/15/two-soldiers-have-been-charged-with-the-murder-of-a-third-in-a-fort-stewart-love-triangle/
https://www.apnews.com/0309500d252b4d63aab359d4c4e1965f
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2019/01/13/coast-guard-officer-reprimanded-for-flashing-controversial-gesture-on-msnbc/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2019/01/14/father-dna-says-he-still-believes-link-between-race-intelligence-his-lab-just-stripped-him-his-titles/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2019/01/14/father-dna-says-he-still-believes-link-between-race-intelligence-his-lab-just-stripped-him-his-titles/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-florida-pardon/florida-pardons-wrongly-accused-groveland-four-after-70-years-idUSKCN1P5269
https://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/politics-government/congress/article224234360.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2019/01/15/steve-king-gop-concerns-king-white-supremacy-comment/2577013002/
https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/16/us/gm-toledo-racism-lawsuit/index.html
https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/religion/2019/01/15/lifeway-research-survey-says-young-adults-dropping-out-church/2550997002/
https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/11/entertainment/metoo-lasseter-r-kelly-weinstein/index.html
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